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others), and also those celebrated Greek scholars from Con-
stantinople, whom, the Medici had induced to settle in
Florence, and to whom they had given appointments as
professors of classical learning (such as Argyropoulos,
Chalcondylas, and others), or who had come to the Council
c 1439 (sucn as Bessarion, Plethon, and others), and who
are distinguished from the Florentines by their Greek head-
dresses The Florentines are all close-shaven, whereas the
Greeks, in the Eastern fashion, wear beards. The man on
foot (with a black cap), immediately behind Cosimo, is
Salviati, a strong adherent of the Medici, and tutor to
Giuliano Amidst the crowd of literati Gozzoli has inserted
himself (between two of the learned Greeks), and to prevent
his name being lost, and also, perhaps, because he might
scarcely be expected in such company, has carefully written
his name round his cap.

Throughout the whole picture it is learning, and not
wealth or power, which is exalted. The Pope of Rome was
infinitely more wealthy and powerful than the Patriarch of
Constantinople, and many of the sovereigns of the time than
the Emperor of the East; and, again, those who accompany
the Medici in the retinue of the three kings are, not the
wealthiest Florentines, but the most learned.

In the fore part of the cavalcade, in front ot the Patriarch,
is introduced a gorgeously apparelled youth on a hand-
somely caparisoned horse, on the back of which he carries a
hunting leopard. This is one of those scherzi (or jokes) such
as the old masters loved; while it is made at the same time
to serve the general object of the picture. The person rep-
resented is Castruccio Castracani, Duca di Lucca,8 a cele-
brated and terrible commander, and a formidable enemy of
Florence, who in the early part of the fourteenth century
fought furiously against her, conquered Pisa and Pistoia,
devastated Florence's territory, and carried war up to her
very walls, and. to the indignation of the Florentines, was
nominated by the Emperor Lewis of Bavaria to be imperial